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STATEMENT

The empowerment of rural women and their role in peerty and
hunger eradication, development and current challeges

BPW International and Rural Women in the Economy

The International Federation of Business and Piteml Women (BPW International) develops the bas®
leadership and professional potential of women lbfeaels and enthusiastically welcomes the foci€8W 56
on rural women. In making this statement BPW In&ional draws on our rural women initiatives froerass
the 90 countries in 5 continents where we are regmted.

BPW International has been experiencing significexppansion of interest in our work @vomen in the
economyfrom women in countries with large rural sectors Our Africa Region is the fastest growing, almost
doubling in size during the last three years. BRi¢érnational has played an influential role in themen'’s
leadership of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperatiogeting (APEC) on ICT and women’s economic
empowerment. Other recent developments include:

e Co-leadership of the Commonwealth Business Coun@lommonwealth Business Women (CBBW)
‘Strengthening the Commonwealth, Building Busings8dvancing Women, 54 Economies, One
Platform', with the engaged support of Australian Prime Mieisand Commonwealth Chair, the Hon.
Julia Gillard

* Working in partnership with the International Tra@entre on the Global Platform for Action on
Sourcing from Women Vendors in Chongging, Chinal20

* Increasing representation in the Balkan- Mediteenregion by working with our federations and
associates in Turkey, Greece, Italy and North Adric

APEC, The Commonwealth and the Mediterranean-Balemmon member countries have significant ruraltses
in both developing and advanced economies. BPWebes there is rich opportunity for rural womenpesially
those involved in agriculture and directly in foptbduction, to come together and share their imusxpertise
for mutual benefit and growth globallyn this BPW supports the advocacy for participatoryapproaches that
both empower and learn from womenand bring women together for mutual learning,understanding that
the agricultural economies vary enormously botleexally and internally and require gender-informiedally
matched programs and respond8BW believes that women are experts in their own @dities, their multiple
roles, and will contribute in effecting positive soial and economic change, their input enhanced thmore
gender inequalities are eradicated.

Inequality and Rural Women.

Rural women in all countries experience a greatadgr inequality than their city based sistersalaat averages or
does not disaggregate on gended on rurality understates the inequality of ruralmem. Rural women experience a
compounded inequality resulting from more traditibattitudes that limit or prevent participatioroljcal and economic)
or threaten their lives (e.g.increased violenceamese; young marriage and child bearing). Theiithés threatened by
physical as well as economically inaccessible sesjiespecially medical assistance and esserftiastiructure such as
good transport. Numerous women in the world areddrto walk ten to fifteen kilometers every dayeafbarefoot, in
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order to find water and they frequently suffer pbgkattacks. To illustrate what women do to fllfileir traditional
duties, despite waterborne diseases and the wefigidter they carry, it is estimated that the sotaltof the distance
covered by women walking to find water in Southiédris twelve times the distance between earthtla@dnoonBPW
International strongly advocates for improved infrastructure investment, guided by participatory planring that
listens to women's expertise on priorities and mode of delivery matched to locational need.

Women in the developed and developing countriesaaitly disproportionate domestic responsibilitias\where attitudes
to women are more traditional, and this is gredtesite rural areas of the least developed cowsttiee inequality of work
bruden through combined domestic and agricultumgkferce labour is at its highest.

BPW International advocates for integrated responsefor rural women that recognises their responsibities are
both social and economiclnvestment in infrastructure that ensures a cleater supply saves the health of women's
families, and prevents the economic costs of preraaleaths. It is also an essential resourcefficient agricultural
production. The time and energy saved in not walkor water is converted into greater economic pobidn.
Infrastructure investment, developed through pigditory contribution of local knowledge, thoughender focussed
process attacks the economic and social inequalitythe double responsibility carried by women.

BPW International seeks approaches that develop thieadership of women at all levelsand most of our rural
programs which have a primary focus on income gsitar or health improvement deal with attitudes #raneed for
women to have a voice, to be able to exercise fshie to achieve lasting change. All programs thelude training and
education, that bring women together, provide opymities for leadership development.

Similarly BPW recognises the importance of acced€T mediums which more than anything else cokapslation,
bringing the wider world to rural communities, nragdiit possible, as members in some of the leastldped countries
advise, for women to see or hear that women'’s lozsbe and are different elsewhere: that theiuoistances are not
inevitable.Access to ICT is an essential tool for economic defopment, to open up access to wider markets and to
access resources, but also to break down discrimitway practices.

BPW notes that rural women are disproportionatéfgcéed by natural disasters as a result of gem#gualities. Rural
women have high death rates in disasters as they db not receive warnings or other informatioowthazards and
risks. Their mobility in disasters may be restricte affected due to cultural and social constsi@ender inequality can
complicate and extend the time for women’s recovenyexample, if women do not receive timely cmetrauma
experienced in disasters. Denial of the right tyfa leaderehip and rebuilding role is depoweriingamen,leaving them
dependant on others and cut off from managing their disaster recovery, which women will do w8RPW

International advocates for women to be able to taé&on leadership roles in disaster management andaevery.

Discriminatory attitudes to women, more powerfiild in traditional rural communities, disable emmic and social

developmentBPW strongly supportsMenEngage, a alliance of NGOs and UN agencies thegek to engage boys
and men to achieve gender equality, and change ma#titudes to women.

Rural Women and the Economy

Agriculture
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BPW believes that when we liberate the economic pential of women, we elevate the economic
performance of communities, nations, and the worldEvidence shows that women are responsible for tfalf
the world’s food production and in most developizmuntries; rural women produce between 60-80 pet aE
the food. Women have an important role in estaliiglsustainable use of resources in small-scalarfgs
communities. In short, women are involved in evetgge of food production. Although men usually glbuhe
fields and drive draught animals, women do mosthefwork involved in sowing, weeding, fertilizinga
harvesting the staple crops — such as rice, whe@dtaaize — which allows for more than 90 percenthef rural
poor’s diet. Women's contribution to secondary a,oguch as legumes and vegetables, is even gréédst.of
these crops are grown in home gardens, tended alexctusively by women. Moreover, in developing
economies, food security is often dependent on woshgubsistence production to feed the populati€or.
example, in Kenya, women are 75-89 percent of drécaltural labour force. In Tanzania, women arepgdcent
of unpaid family labour in agriculture. Labour Segvof Pakistan 2006-07 disclosed that stall feedihgnimals
is carried out by 31% of females, whereas, milkimglk processing carried out by 58% and preparingglcakes
are carried out by 90% of females. 90% women avelied in shed cleaning and 85% in collection afhfayard
manure. Watering is also performed by the 69% aidkes. It is evident that the women are playingpenthant
role in the livestock production and managemenivéas. Despite this most of the women suffer from
malnutrition.

In the EU countries the number of the people wieovasrking either full-time or part time in agricute was 13.7 million
in 2000. 12.2 million of them are the family workée and 38% of them are women. Women working fonganies in
the Agricultural sector has the highest percentadialy at 34%. For Spain and Greece it is 13%l @%b for Portugal and
France. In Asia and Africa, studies have shownwaahen work as much as 13 hours more per weekrttgam A study

in Africa found that, over the course of a yearyvem carried more than 80 tonnes of fuel, waterfand produce for a
distance of 1 kim. Men carried only one-eighth agm an average of 10 tonnes for 1 kim each ydhthis is evidence
of the need to recognise the centrality of women tmod security worldwide, and the need to unleasteir economic
potential.

Access to Resources

In developing economies women’s contribution cdagdmuch greater if they had equal access to eabentinomic
resources and services, such as land, credit aimihig. Of particular importance is the legal eiv#iment of these right,
it having been noted that women own less than 2#eofvorld’s private land and that when their epises become
successful they are prone to male takedBEMV International is of the view that without legidative based access to
and protection of resources economic improvement caot be sustained.

BPW through its advocacy for the UN Women/UN GloRaimpact Women's Empowerment PrinciplEsuality
Means Businessupports the central role played by opening upoopmities for women in the supply chain and
women in the value chain. Rural women currentlyédifficulty accessing domestic and internationarkets.
Major contributing factors are: lack of businessaa@ness and lack of knowledge as to where theskatsaare,
lack of communication systems and lack of transpididist women entrepreneurs are small business myner
operating businesses from homes and many havedweeld of education and technical skills and as irteptt

low levels of confidence and information on poskiilds. Evidence from our own Federations and Asatiens is
that women are strong on initiative once given dpgortunities. BPW International is aware from tBbal
Platform for Sourcing from Women Vendors 2011 of tharriers for women in smaller or less developed
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enterprises to be able to reach the point of acogdbe larger supply contracts and is currentlyrkitog on
programs to provide development traini8PW Advocates for training opportunities that can ft women
vendors and women in the value chain across the amprise development continuum.

Despite progress made in national and internatipoéities since the first world conference on woneri 975,
urgent action is still necessary to implement gereted social equity in AKST [Agricultural Knowleddgcience
and Technology] policies and practices. Such aciti@iudes strengthening the capacity of publicitugtons and
NGOs to improve their knowledge of women’s changiogns of involvement in farm and other economic
activities.It requires giving priority to women'’s access to edcation, information, science and technology,

and extension services to enable improving womenécess, ownership and control of economic and natair
resources.To ensure such access, ownership and control legalsures, appropriate credit schemes, support for
women’s income generating activities and the reiodonent of women'’s organizations and networks @eded.

Rural Non Agriculture Income and Food Security

One of the results of the economic insecurity afdg@roduction for the rural sector worldwide is thereasing
proportion of income earned from non food productor off-farm activity. Women in particular haverted to
off- farm employment to provide for their minimuns@omic security. BPW International does not adtedar
lessening the breadth of opportunities for rurahvem but is concerned to raise the point that ifdf@ooduction
does not provide economic security for women pradscthey must inevitably take on greater and gmeat
burdens to provide for their families. If off-faremployment provides better remuneration their skalhd
knowledge of food production will be lost to thecter. BPW International wishes to alert the risk of skils
shortages in Agriculture due to poor economic retun and again stresses that this will be resolved evtign
the potential economic power of women realised. that to occur, in addition to infrastructure, |@hd
Education and training investment and legislatiseed access and protectiamomen in agriculture need access
to finance from micro finance right across the corihuum of the supply chain.

Business and Professional Women considered like Efe® we need to ensure urgent national, regiondl a
global action to fully realize the target of Milleilum Development Goal 1 and the 1996 World Food ®itm
goal, namely to reduce respectively the propordod the number of people who suffer from hunger and
malnutrition by half in 2015. If women are margiiz&ld we will not reach this MGD N°BPW believes that
when we liberate the economic potential of women, evelevate the economic performance of communities,
nations, and the world.
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